Police dashboard-camera footage shows 
struggle, then gunfire. — Arkansas, 1B 
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In the news 


E Demetria Smith, who 
wants to challenge incum- 
bent Republican Gov. Greg 
Abbott of Texas, was de- 
clared ineligible for the 
state’s March 6 Democratic 
primary when election offi- 
cials said her $3,750 check 
for the filing fee bounced. 


E Patrick Jiron, 80, and 
his wife, Barbara, 70, arrest- 
ed just before Christmas 
and accused of possessing 
60 pounds of marijuana 
that they described as fam- 
ily gifts, were rearrested in 
Nebraska when deputies 
reported finding in the cou- 
ple’s pickup $18,000, a bag 
with pot residue and notes 
tied to drug sales. 


E Ash Whitaker, a trans- 
gender youth who graduat- 
ed from high school in June, 
will get $800,000 from a 
Kenosha, Wis., school dis- 
trict to settle a discrimina- 
tion suit filed because the 
district monitored his bath- 
room use and made him 
wear a special bracelet to 
single him out from other 
students. 


E Christopher Eakes, 41, 
is facing charges, accused of 
stealing his stepdaughter’s 
8-week-old Yorkshire terrier 
and selling it to buy drugs, 
with sheriff’s deputies in 
Wayne County, N.C., saying 
the puppy was found and 
returned to the girl. 


E Glenn Moshier, police 
chief in Ellsworth, Maine, 
said four teenagers were is- 
sued court summonses after 
a 19-year-old legally bought 
marijuana at a dispensary 
and then sold pot-infused 
candies to three minors who 
took the sweets to school. 


E Matt Cureton, 19, a 
restaurant bus boy in Fort 
Pierce, Fla., found a purse 
containing $1,500 hanging 
on the back of a chair and, 
without looking inside, gave 
it to his manager so it could 
be returned to an elder- 
ly couple who needed the 
money to repair a leaky roof. 


E Chris Oliver, a former 
trustee of Houston Commu- 
nity College in Texas, was 
sentenced to 70 months in 
federal prison after pleading 
guilty to accepting bribes of 
more than $225,000 to use 
his position to steer busi- 
ness contracts to the school. 


E Michael Persaud, 30, 
of Johnston, R.I., a rapper 
who performs under the 
name “Montana Millz,” 
and whose songs include 
one titled “Sell Drugz,” was 
sentenced to three years in 
federal prison after being 
convicted of trafficking in 
heroin and fentanyl. 


i Jenny Sanford, the for- 
mer South Carolina first la- 
dy who divorced Gov. Mark 
Sanford after Sanford, now 
a congressman, publicly 
admitted in 2009 to having 
an affair with a woman in 
Argentina, is engaged to 
investment banker Andy 
McKay. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Rainy and mild. 
High 62, winds variable at 5 
to 10 mph. 
Tonight Breezy | | 
and cold with 
a chance of 
rain, freezing 
rain and snow. 
Low 29. 
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AP/MANUEL BALCE CENETA 


“We need the wall,” President Donald Trump said Wednesday about his plans to limit illegal immigration. 
He also expressed doubt about being interviewed by special counsel Robert Mueller’s team on possible 
election interference by Russia, insisting again that “nobody’s found any collusion at any level.” 


Must have wall funding 
to ink deal, Trump says 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — As 
lawmakers from both par- 
ties rushed to reach a com- 
promise on immigration, 
President Donald Trump 
said Wednesday that he’s not 


= backing down 
IMMIGRATION on funding a 
sweep targets border wall. 

7-Elevens; “It’s got to 
21 arrested. include the 
Page 1D. wall,” Trump 


——_ said Wednes- 
day at a news conference 
where he was asked if he 
would sign immigration leg- 
islation that didn’t provide 
money to begin building 
a physical barrier on the 
U.S.-Mexico border. “Secu- 
rity is No. 1, so the answer is 
you have to have the wall.” 
Lawmakers involved in 
the negotiations shuttled be- 
tween the House and Senate 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
said Wednesday that it 
“seems unlikely” that he’d 
give an interview in special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into poten- 
tial coordination between 
Russia and the Trump 
campaign. 

Trump said “we'll see 
what happens” when asked 


seeking accord on legislation 
that would give protection 
against deportation to about 
800,000 young illegal aliens 
who were brought to the 


‘Trump states interview 
with Mueller ‘unlikely’ 


TOUGHER LIBEL laws needed, 
Trump says. Page 5A. 


if he’d provide an interview 
to Mueller’s team. 

“When they have no 
collusion and nobody’s 
found any collusion at any 
level, it seems unlikely that 
you'd even have an inter- 
view,” Trump said during 
a joint news conference 
with the prime minister of 


See INTERVIEW, Page 5A 


U.S. as children, while also 
meeting Trump’s conditions 
of tighter border security, re- 
strictions on family prefer- 

See WALL, Page 5A 
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Plan to fund 


prisons draws 


cool reaction 


Lawmakers say they'll push 
for hiring of more officers 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson’s 
more than half-billion-dollar 
spending plan at prisons and 
community corrections re- 
ceived a tepid reaction from 
lawmakers Wednesday, with 
some already saying they'll 
seek additional funds to hire 
more probation and parole 
officers. 

The governor’s request- 
ed appropriation, which the 
Joint Budget Committee act- 
ed on Wednesday, includes 
new funds dedicated toward 
paying overtime for prison 
guards, medical care for in- 
mates and rolling out a new 
effort at putting low-level 
offenders in treatment beds. 

It also will be enough to 
pay for security upgrades 
that are already underway 
at several maximum security 
units, in the wake of repeated 
violent outbreaks that have 
captured headlines dating to 
the summer, Hutchinson said 
when presenting his budget 
Tuesday. 

The sum of the gover- 
nor’s request would send 
an additional $5.25 million 
in general revenue funds to 
both the Department of Cor- 
rection and Arkansas Com- 
munity Correction in fiscal 
2019, compared with current 
funding levels. 

When combined with 
other sources of funding 
each agency receives, the 
governor’s spending plan 
would authorize the Depart- 
ment of Correction to spend 
more than $430 million in 
2019, and Arkansas Commu- 
nity Correction to spend $126 
million. Appropriations bills 
will be considered in the fis- 
cal session starting Feb. 12. 

“It was just a way of em- 
phasizing that this is some- 
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Arkansas Community Correc- 
tion Director Sheila Sharp 
and Chief Deputy Director 
Kevin Murphy take questions 
Wednesday from Joint Budget 
Committee members. 


HUTCHINSON’S PLAN for public 
school funding draws questions 
from lawmakers. Page 1B. 


thing we’re not ignoring,” 
the governor told reporters 
Tuesday. “We do have some 
plans for other specific needs 
in prison that will be handled 
by one-time funds or other- 
wise. This budget does cover 
sufficient funding for that vi- 
olence reduction plan.” 

Arkansas has one of the 
highest incarceration rates 
in the nation, according to 
U.S. Bureau of Prisons statis- 
tics, with 591 people in state 
prison per 100,000 residents. 
Prisons are perennially over- 
crowded, forcing some state 
inmates to be housed in 
county jails, while others are 
released early. 

A task force report com- 
missioned by Hutchinson rec- 
ommended last year that the 
state divert more low-level pa- 

See PRISONS, Page 2A 


State denies hog farm’s revised permit request 


EMILY WALKENHORST 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The Arkansas Department 
of Environmental Quality has 
denied C&H Hog Farms’ ap- 
plication for a new operating 
permit in the Buffalo National 
River’s watershed. 

The decision ends 643 
days — just more than 21 
months — of waiting since 


C&H applied for a new per- 
mit to continue its farming 
operations in a slightly mod- 
ified way. 

C&H, which abuts a Buffa- 
lo River tributary in Newton 
County, has been operating 
on an indefinite extension 
of its expired permit. That 
permit falls under a different 
regulation and stipulates dif- 


ferent numbers of hogs than 
the permit it was requesting. 

The department explained 
its denial in three sentences 
in a three-page document. 

“ADEQ denies issuance of 
the permit after determining 
that the record lacks neces- 
sary and critical information 
to support granting of the 
permit. 


“The record fails to in- 
clude the requisite geological, 
geotechnical, groundwater, 
soils, structural, and testing 
information specified in Reg. 
5.402. Without the detailed 
geophysical and engineering 
data required by the Agri- 
cultural Waste Management 
Field Handbook, as amended, 
ADEQ is unable to ascertain 


compliance with Reg. 5.402.” 

The owners of the farm — 
Jason Henson, Philip Camp- 
bell and Richard Campbell — 
did not respond Wednesday 
evening to messages left for 
them seeking comment. 

The farm’s attorney, Bill 
Waddell, called the decision 
“incomprehensible.” He said 


See HOG FARM, Page 3A 


Flu-related deaths rise 
mostly for ages 65, up 


Emergency room, doctor visits fall off 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Eight more flu-related 
deaths were reported to the 
state last week, raising the 
state’s toll from the current 
flu season to 36, the Arkan- 
sas Department of Health 
reported. 

The department also re- 
ported that emergency room 
and doctor office visits from 
patients with flu-like symp- 
toms declined last week as 
compared with the week 
before. 

That may indicate that 
the spread of the illness has 
peaked, although it’s too 
soon to say for sure, said 
Gary Wheeler, the Health 
Department’s chief medical 
officer. 

“That may be just a sta- 
tistical aberration, or it may 
be real,” Wheeler said. “We 


probably won’t know until 
next week whether we’re 
really seeing a decrease in 
the average number of cases 
per day.” 

The deaths reported last 
week include three among 
people ages 45-64, raising 
the total flu-related deaths 
in that age group this season 
to four. 

All of the other deaths so 
far have been among people 
65 or older. 

Flu season typically starts 
in the fall and peaks in Janu- 
ary or February. This season 
started earlier than usual, 
with emergency room and 
doctor visits increasing sig- 
nificantly in December. 

The most recent Health 
Department flu report shows 
a drop in those numbers. 

During the week that 


See FLU, Page 2A 


In the rubble, a search for the missing 


AP/MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ 


Mud and debris surround a destroyed home Wednesday in Montecito, Calif., after Tuesday’s 
deadly mudslides. Seventeen people were confirmed dead as rescue crews searched for more 
than a dozen people who were missing. 


Article, 4A 


